Policies: Strategies: Implementing
Party/Timeframe:

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES:

Each year, tourists flock to Bingham’s pristine woods and waterways, contributing greatly
to the local economy. Thus, protecting these delicate resources is essential to the success
of the town, if not just for the inherent importance of these assets.

Identifying and providing possible ways for the town to protect its natural resources is an
important function of this Plan.

State Goal for Natural Resources: To protect the State's other critical natural
resources, including without limitation, wetlands, wildlife and fisheries habitat,

sand dunes, shorelands, scenic vistas, and unique natural areas.

State Goal for Water Resources: To protect the quality and manage the quantity of
the State's water resources, including lakes, aquifers, great ponds, estuaries, rivers,
and coastal areas.

Policies: Strategies: Implementing
Party/Timeframe:

Natural Resources Policies and Strategies

1. To conserve critical natural | 1.1 Ensure that land use ordinances | Town Manager,
resources in the community. | are consistent with applicable state Planning Board,

law regarding critical natural CEO. Short term.
resources.

1.2 Designate critical natural Town Manager,
resources as Critical Resource Planning Board.

Areas in the Future Land Use Plan. Short term.

1.3 Through local land use Town Manager,
ordinances, require subdivision or Planning Board,
non-residential property developers | CEO. Short term.
to look for and identify critical natural
resources that may be on site and to
take appropriate measures to protect
those resources, including but not
limited to, modification of the
proposed site design, construction
timing, and/or extent of excavation.




Policies:

Strategies:

Implementing
Party/Timeframe:

1.4 Through local land use
ordinances, require the planning
board (or other designated review
authority) to include as part of the
review process, consideration of
pertinent BwH maps and information
regarding critical natural resources.

1.5 Educate the public about the
town’s natural resources to raise
awareness and improve protection
efforts.

1.6 Require additional biological
information and/or studies in the
application process when critical
natural areas or species may
possibly be affected by proposed
development.

1.7 Minimize the fragmentation of
large parcels of undeveloped land,
seek to preserve a variety of
different habitats and seek to ensure
that wildlife travel corridors connect
wildlife habitats.

1.8 Ensure the Floodplain
Management Ordinance and related
map receive regular review and is
updated to keep current with state
and federal guidelines with specific
attention to protecting natural
resources.

Town Manager,
Planning Board,
CEO. Short term.

Town Manager,
Select Board,

Planning Board,
CEO. Mid-term.

Town Manager,
Planning Board,
CEO. Mid-term.

Town Manager,
Planning Board,
CEO. Ongoing.

Town Manager,
Planning Board,
CEO. Short term.




Policies:

Strategies:

Implementing
Party/Timeframe:

1.9 Explore options for protecting the
numerous watercourse and wetlands
throughout town, including stronger
Shoreland Zoning regulations above
the minimum requirements.

1.10 Consider increasing
environmental protection standards
in the Building Permit and Lot
Requirement Ordinance for areas
near streams and wetlands.

1.11 Update the Shoreland Zoning
Ordinance and Shoreland Zoning
Map to reflect, at minimum, the
latest requirements from the State.

Town Manager,
Planning Board,
CEO. Short term.

Town Manager,
Planning Board,
CEO. Short term.

Town Manager,
Planning Board,
CEO. Short term.

2. To coordinate with
neighboring communities and
regional and state resource
agencies to protect shared
critical natural resources.

2.1 Initiate and/or participate in
interlocal and/or regional planning,
management, and/or regulatory
efforts around shared critical and
important natural resources.

2.2 Pursue public/private
partnerships to protect critical and
important natural resources such as
through purchase of land or
easements from willing sellers.

2.3 Distribute or make available
information to those living in or near
critical or important natural
resources about current use tax
programs and applicable local, state,
or federal regulations.

Town Manager,
Select Board,
Planning Board,
CEO. Long term.

Town Manager,
Select Board,

Planning Board,
CEO. Ongoing.

Town Manager,
Select Board,
Planning Board,
CEO. Short term.




Policies:

Strategies:

Implementing
Party/Timeframe:

2.4 Investigate potential grants and
other tools aimed at the
removal/eradication of invasive
species.

Town Manager,
Select Board,
Planning Board.
Ongoing.

3. Provide education and
outreach to the community to
work towards improving
habitat.

3.1 Offer a minimum of two public
field trips annually focused on
contemporary conservation related
issues such as optimizing pollinator
habitat and identifying, controlling, or
eradicating invasive species.

3.2 Encourage resource protection
on important lands in town by
coordinating with private landowners
to assess areas identified as
resource protection zones as
candidates for Earth Day community
cleanup / remediation.

3.3 Organize workdays for students
focusing on municipal conservation
work.

3.4 Consider creating a
Conservation Commission that
strives to protect natural resources
and evaluates areas in town for their
priority in preservation, such as the
back country.

Town Manager,
Select Board,
Planning Board,
School Board,
CEO. Long term.

Town Manager,
Select Board,
Planning Board,
CEO. Long term.

Town Manager,
Select Board,
Planning Board,

School Board. Mid-

term.

Town Manager,
Select Board,
Planning Board.
Mid-term.




Policies:

Strategies:

Implementing
Party/Timeframe:

3.5 Explore options to purchase
these priority areas should they
become available.

3.6 Continue to seek ways to protect
wildlife habitat of both land and
water, and rural areas, such as
incorporating natural resource
constraints for flood plains, aquifers,
steep slopes, and wildlife habitat into
planning for new development.

3.7 Consider updating Bingham’s
ordinances with an eye on protecting
natural resources from future
development, such as requiring Low
Impact Development design.

Town Manager,
Select Board,
Planning Board.
Mid-term.

Town Manager,
Select Board,
Planning Board.
Ongoing.

Town Manager,
Select Board,
Planning Board.
Mid-term.

4.0 Preserve the Kennebec
River corridor for scenic,
recreational, and
environmental purposes.

4.1 Implement recommendation from
the Route 201- Old Cananda Road
National Scenic Byway Corridor
Management Plan regarding scenic
and recreational ties to the
Kennebec River.

Town Manager,
Select Board,

Planning Board,
CEO. Mid-term.




Policies:

Strategies:

Implementing
Party/Timeframe:

Water Resources Policies and Strategies

1. To protect current and
potential drinking water
sources.

1.1 Adopt or amend local land use
ordinances as applicable to
incorporate stormwater runoff
performance standards consistent
with:

o Maine Stormwater
Management Law and Maine
Stormwater regulations (Title
38 M.R.S.A. §420-D and 06-
096 CMR 500 and 502).

o Maine Department of
Environmental Protection's
allocations for allowable
levels of phosphorus in
lake/pond watersheds.

o Maine Pollution Discharge
Elimination System
Stormwater Program

1.2 Maintain groundwater protection
standards for use and storage of
toxic or hazardous materials and
mineral extraction.

Town Manager,
Planning Board,
CEO. Short term.

Town Manager,
Planning Board,
CEO. Ongoing.

2. To protect significant
surface water resources from
pollution and improve water
quality where needed.

2.1 Consider amending local land
use ordinances, as applicable, to
incorporate low impact development
standards.

2.2 Where applicable, develop an
urban impaired stream watershed
management or mitigation plan that
will promote continued development
or redevelopment without further
stream degradation.

Town Manager,
Select Board,

Planning Board,
CEO. Mid-term.

Town Manager,
Select Board,
Planning Board,
CEO. Long term.




Policies:

Strategies:

Implementing
Party/Timeframe:

2.3 Work toward surveying and
mapping the town to identify
significant vernal pools.

Town Manager,
Planning Board,
CEO. Long term.

3. To protect water resources
in growth areas while
promoting more intensive
development in those areas.

3.1 Maintain, enact, or amend public
wellhead and aquifer recharge area
protection mechanisms, as
necessary.

3.2 Encourage landowners to protect
water quality. Provide local contact
information at the municipal office for
water quality best management
practices from resources such as the
Natural Resource Conservation
Service, University of Maine
Cooperative Extension, Soil and
Water Conservation District, Maine
Forest Service, and/or Small
Woodlot Association of Maine.

3.3 Consider amending local land
use ordinances, as applicable, to
incorporate Low Impact
Development (LID) design
standards.

Town Manager,
Select Board,
Planning Board,
CEO. Long term.

Town Manager,
Select Board,
Planning Board,
CEO. Long term.

Town Manager,
Planning Board,
CEO. Mid-term.




Policies:

Strategies:

Implementing
Party/Timeframe:

3.4 Maintain up-to-date and flexible
regulatory standards for land-use
activities to protect the water quality
of the Kennebec River. Such
standards could include measures
such as buffers, erosion and
stormwater runoff controls, and Low
Impact Development (LID) design
standards to minimize phosphorus
contamination.

3.5 Incorporate LID standards into
the Building Ordinance to manage
stormwater runoff.

3.6 Maintain standards for earth-
moving and land-clearing activities in
lake watersheds.

3.7 Utilize the Department of
Environmental Protection's
handbook, Phosphorus Control in
Lake Watersheds, to aid in
establishing density, design, and
development standards to maintain
water quality.

3.8 Limit construction on steep
slopes and wetlands (hydric soils)
through regulation of building sites in
the rural areas of town.

Town Manager,
Planning Board,
CEO. Mid-term.

Town Manager,
Planning Board,
CEO. Mid-term.

Town Manager,
Planning Board,
CEO. Mid-term.

Town Manager,
Planning Board,
CEO. Mid-term.

Town Manager,
Planning Board,
CEO. Mid-term.




Policies:

Strategies:

Implementing
Party/Timeframe:

4. To minimize pollution
discharges through the
upgrade of existing public
sewer systems and
wastewater treatment
facilities.

4.1 Adopt water quality protection
practices and standards for
construction and maintenance of
public and private roads and public
properties and require their
implementation by contractors,
owners, and community officials and
employees.

4.2 Seek funds to assist
homeowners in voluntary upgrading
of inadequate septic systems.

Town Manager,
Select Board,

Planning Board,
CEO. Mid-term.

Town Manager,
Select Board,

Planning Board,
CEO. Mid-term.

5. To cooperate with
neighboring communities and
regional/local advocacy
groups to protect water
resources.

5.1 Participate in local and regional
efforts to monitor, protect and, where
warranted, improve water quality.

5.2 Provide educational materials at
appropriate locations regarding
aquatic invasive species.

Town Manager,
Select Board,

Planning Board,
CEO. Mid-term.

Town Manager,
Select Board,

Planning Board,
CEO. Mid-term.




