Policies: Strategies: Implementing
Party/Timeframe:

HISTORIC RESOURCES:

Bingham has an abundance of historic buildings and sites, many of which have been well
maintained and preserved. Bingham is home to the Old Canada Road Historical Society which
strives to preserve the town’s valued heritage and culture, as well as the Old Canada Road
National Scenic Byway, a scenic corridor that is also rich in history.

Historic buildings that are privately owned present a challenge in preserving and restoring, and
as such some historic buildings have fallen into disrepair over the years. The town currently

has no requirements above the state requirements for site assessment for historic artifacts.

State Goal: To preserve the State's historic and archeological resources.

Policies:

Strategies:

Implementing
Party/Timeframe:

1. Protect to the greatest
extent practicable the
significant historic and
archaeological resources in
the community.

1.1 For known historic archeological
sites and areas sensitive to
prehistoric archeology, through local
land use ordinances require
subdivision or non-residential
developers to take appropriate
measures to protect those resources,
including but not limited to,
modification of the proposed site
design, construction timing, and/or
extent of excavation.

1.2 Adopt or amend land use
ordinances to require the planning
board (or other designated review
authority) to incorporate maps and
information provided by the Maine
Historic Preservation Commission into
their review process.

1.3 Work with the local or county
historical society and/or the Maine
Historic Preservation Commission to
assess the need for, and if necessary,
plan for, a comprehensive community
survey of the community’s historic and
archaeological resources.

Town Manager,
Planning Board,
CEO. Mid-term.

Town Manager,
Planning Board,
CEO. Mid-term.

Town Manager,
Planning Board,
Old Canada Road
Historical Society
CEO. Mid-term.




Policies:

Strategies:

Implementing
Party/Timeframe:

2. Continue efforts to preserve
Bingham’s history.

2.1 Support and encourage the Old
Canada Road Historic Society in their
endeavors to preserve Bingham’s
history.

2.2 Continue to seek more volunteers
and town representation to
collaborate with the Old Canada Road
Historic Society.

2.3 Assist in nominating
buildings/sites for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places.

2.4 Seek ways to engage younger
residents and involve them in the Old
Canada Road Historic Society.

2.5 Require new developments in
sensitive areas to perform an analysis
of possible archeological impacts
prior to construction.

2.6 Continue to seek funding sources,
such as grants aimed at historical
preservation.

Town Manager,
Select Board.
Ongoing.

Town Manager,
Select Board, Old
Canada Road
Historical Society.
Ongoing.

Town Manager,
Select Board,
Planning Board,
Old Canada Road
Historical Society.
Long term.

Old Canada Road
Historical Society.
Ongoing.

Town Manager,
Select Board,
Planning Board,
Old Canada Road
Historical Society,
CEO. Mid-term.

Town Manager,
Select Board, Old
Canada Road
Historical Society.
Ongoing.




Policies:

Strategies:

Implementing
Party/Timeframe:

2.7 Establish a preservation program
for identification and publication of
Bingham's historic assets.

2.8 Develop/create self-guided tours

to engage tourists and residents alike.

2.9 Conduct a comprehensive
inventory of historical buildings in
Bingham for potential identification
and inclusion on state or federal
historic listings.

Town Manager,
Select Board, Old
Canada Road
Historical Society.
Mid-term.

Old Canada Road
Historical Society.
Short term.

Town Manager, Old
Canada Road
Historical Society.
Mid-term.

3. Continue to support the
efforts of the Old Canada
Road Historical Society to
raise awareness and interest
in town history.

3.1 Consider options for and explore
interest in fundraisers, historical
walking tours, lecture series, family
events, active social media postings
and more to create excitement and
involvement about Bingham’s history
to engage the community to be more
involved in the town’s history.

3.2 Contact MHPC to obtain
relevance of findings, video interview,
and request allowance to temporarily
display for locals to witness.

3.3 In situations where significant
historic or archaeological resources
may be impacted, require that the
Maine Historic Preservation
Commission and the Old Canada
Road Historical Society be given an
opportunity to review and comment
on the development early in the
permitting process.

Town Manager, Old
Canada Road
Historical Society.
Mid-term.

Old Canada Road
Historical Society.
Short term.

Town Manager,
Select Board,
Planning Board,
Old Canada Road
Historical Society,
CEO. Mid-term.




Policies:

Strategies:

Implementing
Party/Timeframe:

3.4 Work with the Old Canada Road
Historical Society and/or the Maine
Historic Preservation Commission to
assess the need for, and if necessary,
plan for, a comprehensive community
survey of the community’s historic
and archeological resources.

3.5 Seek funding from the Maine
Historic Preservation Commission
(MHPC), Maine State Archives and
other sources to complete the
inventories of significant
archaeological and historic resources.

3.6 Establish a historical marker
program for locally identified historical
sites and buildings in Bingham.

3.7 Consider promoting the Old
Canada Road Historical Society by
adding a link to their webpage on the
town’s official website.

Town Manager,
Select Board, Old
Canada Road
Historical Society.
Mid-term.

Town Manager,
Select Board, Old
Canada Road
Historical Society.
Ongoing.

Town Manager,
Select Board, Old
Canada Road
Historical Society.
Mid-term.

Town Manager,
Select Board, Old
Canada Road
Historical Society.
Short term.

4. Consider the adoption of a
Historic Preservation
Ordinance or land use
standards to protect
historically significant
properties.

4.1 Investigate the possibility of
adding a provision to an existing
ordinance or creating a stand-alone
ordinance that would enhance
protection of potential historic and
archeological resources.

4.2 Consider the development of an
Ordinance to protect Listed and
Eligible Historic buildings.

Town Manager,
Select Board,

Planning Board,
CEO. Mid-term.

Town Manager,
Select Board,

Planning Board,
CEO. Mid-term.
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Policies:

Strategies:

Implementing
Party/Timeframe:

5. The town will strive prevent
disturbance of archeological
resources by regulating
development in areas likely to
contain those resources and
requiring surveys before
construction activity.

5.1 Make Maine Historic Preservation
Commission information and map of
areas with high archeological
potential widely available.

5.2 Explore ordinance provisions or
building standards that require
applicants to identify and protect
archeological resources in sensitive
areas. Make building permits
conditional with appropriate use.

Town Manager, Old
Canada Road
Historical Society.
Short-term.

Town Manager,
Select Board,
Planning Board,
Old Canada Road
Historical Society
CEO. Mid-term.




